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V. An Account of a Fourney into Africa from the Cape
of Good-Hope, and a Defcription of a new Species of
Cuckow. By Dr. Andreas Sparrman, of tbe Royal Aca~
demy of Stockholm, in @ Letter fo Dr. John Reinhold

Forfter, F. R. S,

Gottenburg,
DEAR SIR, Sept. 16, 1756.

Read Dec. 19, EING returned to my native country

H76- aftér an abfence of five years from it,
I will endeavour to give you a fhort account of my expe-
dition into Africa, which I undertook foon after parting
with you at the Cape of Good-Hope. The voyage round
the world, of which I fhared the perils and pleafures
with you, had only made me more eager to continue my
rambles in queft of new difcoveries. I fet out therefore
from the neighbourhood of the Cape-town in the be-
ginning of Auguft 1775, with no other compziny than
the fon of the Dutch lieutenant rMrLMAN, who had
formerly accompanied my learned friend Dr. THUNBERG
on a fimilar journey, and fome Hottentots who took care

of my oxen.
1 The

The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to [

Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London. STORS

Www.jstor.org



biy Fourney into Africa. 39

The firt misfortune I met with was the lofs of the
thermometer which you had left me, and which broke
before I had reached the hot-baths. 'This was only a
prelude to greater diftrefles. The drought was fo violent
this year, that the like had not been experienced in the
colony within the memory of man, and it obliged the
inhabitants to leaye their country-feats. A great part of
their cattle perithed for want of grafs and water, and 1
have frequently fuffered the moft raging thirft in the
hot defarts which I traverfed; but I was too well {feafoned
during the voyage to dread the hardfhips of a fcanty
fubfiftence, the fatigues of travelling, or the power of
the climate. The moft fenfible misfortune which the
dry feafon brought along with. it, was the defolation of
the vegetable kingdom. Far from being fo fortunate as
Dr. THUNBERG, who has added above a thoufand fpecies
to the Flora Capenfis, 1 found every thing burnt up, and
enly in the thickeft forefts met with fome perennial
plants which were new to me, and which, upon a revifal
of that gentleman’s herbal, I believe are likewife un~
known to him. Of thefe I propofe to fend you {peci~
mens as foon as I can find time to bring my collection
into fome kind of order. On the other hand, I have
been fortunate with animals, and efpecially in the clafs.
of quadrupeds.. I{hall not {peak of lions and other beafts
of
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of prey, which I have frequently feen in broad day-light,
and heard roaring about me at night, though they never
ventured to attack our cattle. But it was chiefly among
the antelopes and animals of that fort that I hunted.
Mr. eMELMAN and myfelf, with nine hottentots, a wag-
gon drawn by f{everal pairs of oxen, and feveral hunting
horfes, happily traverfed a defart of fifty miles, where
we had greater {port than any German prince could ever
boaft of. On that route I penetrated farther into the
country than any of my predeceflors, having gone one
hundred miles beyond the laft Chriftian’s or Dutchman’s
hut, into the diftrict of the Yellow or (as they are vulgarly
called) Chinefe Hottentots,

The great buffaloes which inhabit the wilds of Africa,
do not appear to me todiffer inany refpect fromthe North
American Bifon, although I have feen great numbers of
them. I have likewife found a {pecies of pole-cat on that
continent which LINN&US calls Viverra Putorius, con-
trary to M. DE BUFFON’s opinion, who feems to confine
this animal and its {pecies to America. By the fea-fide I
was fortunate enough to catch a Manatee alive, notwith-
ftanding the difficulty which muft attend the capture of
fuch an unweildy animal. There I likewife faw {fome
iflands, on which I was told an Englith fhip had been

loft. Thefe I {fufpected at firft to be the Deddingtons; but
afterwards
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afterwards had reafon to doubt it, thofe iflands being
fuppofed to lie in a more {outherly Iatitude.

I have had opportunities of making many curious and
valuable Obfervations relative to the different tribes of
Hottentots, their oeconomy, hunting-matches, and other
cuftoms; an account of which, together with fome re-
marks on the natural hiftory of the elephant, the rhino-
ceros, and other animals, I intend to prepare for the prefs.
I am poffefled of an accurate map of that part of Africa
which I have vifited, containing all the hills, together
with the {malleft rivulets, as far as the Bay de la Goa,
which, I think, will be a great addition to the work. I
only regret that I was not able to draw the objects of
natural hiftory, and have an hundred times withed that
your fon had been with me for this purpofe.

Aslhadbeen upwardsof nine monthson this journey,
at my return tothe Cape Ifound that my acquaintance had
givenupall hopes' of feeing me again,having had notidings
of me for fo long a fpace of time. Notwithftanding the
many dangerstowhich Ihad been expofed onthis expedi-
tion, I affure youIwas greatly tempted toftay another year,
in hopes of being more fuccefsful in botanical difcoveries.
However, the profpet of fecuring the fpoils which I had
collected, prevailed on me to relinquith that {cheme,
Indeed I little thought at that time that the greateft

VoL. LXVIL G danger
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danger awaited my colleftion in Sweden. A few days
ago a great part of it has been damaged here by fire;
which has been particularly fatal to my ftaffed Birds,
having deftroyed fome which were not yet defcribed. .
As I am well acquainted with the pleafurewhich every
new difcovery in the hiftory of nature gives you; 1 take
this early opportunity of exprefling the readimefs withs
which I wifh to contribute to your fatisfation, and have
fubjoined tothis letteran account of acurious bird, a fpecies
of Guckow, which Ihave faved out of the fire. Tanly beg
that you will confider it as an earneft of more fnportant
communications, as foon as the hurry of my affairs will
permit me to bring my papers into order. In the mean
time if you thould think that account, anid the annexed
drawing, worthy the attention of the Royal Society, §
fhould be greatly flattered if you would do me the ho-
nour to lay it before that learned Body.

With the greateft efteem I remain, &c.

THE
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THE HISTORY OF THE HONEY-GUIDE, oz
CUCULUS INDICATOR.

THIS curious {pecies of Cuckow is found at a confi~"
derable diftance from the Cape of Good-Hope, in the in~
terior parts of Africa, being entirely unknown at that
{ettlement. The firft place where I heard of it was in a
wood, called the Groot Vaader's Bofch, the Grand Fa-
ther’s Wood, fituated in a defart near the river which the
Hottentots call T°k4aut’kai. 'The Dutch fettlers there-
abouts have given this bird the name of Honig-wyzer,
or Honey-guide, from its quality of difcovering wild-
honey to travellers. Its colour has nothing ftriking or
beautiful, as will appear fromthedefcription and drawing
annexed; and its fize is confiderably {maller than that of
our Cuckow in Europe: but in return, the inftin¢t which
prompts it to feek its food in a fingular manner, is truly
admirable. Not only the Dutch and Hettentots, but like-
wife a {pecies of quadruped, which the Dutch name a
Ratel (o), are frequently conducted to wild bee-hives by
this bird, which as it were pilots them to the very {pot.
The honey being its favourite food, its own intereft

prompts it to be inftrumental in robbing the hive, as
(a) Probably a new fpecies of badger.
G2 fome
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fome {craps are commonly left for its {upport. The morn-
ing and evening are its times of feeding, and it is then
heard callinginafhrilltonecberr, cherr, which the honey-
hunters carefully attend to as the fummons to the chace.
From time to time they anfwer with a foft whiftle, which
the bird hearing, always continues its note. As foon as
they are in fight of each other, the bird gradually flut-
ters towards the place where the hive is fituated, conti-
nually repeating its former call of cberr, cherr: nay, if it
thould happen to have gained a confiderable way before
the men (who may eafily be hindered in the purfuit by
bufhes, rivers, and the like) it returns to them again, and
redoubles its note, as if to reproach them with their in-
altivity. At laft the bird is obferved to hover for a few
moments over a certain fpot, and then filently retiring to
a neighbouring buth or other refting-place, the hunters
are fure of finding the bees neft in that identical fpot,
‘whether it be in a tree, or in the crevice of a rock, or (as
is moft commonly the cafe) in the earth. Whilft the
hunters are bufy in taking the honey, the bird is feen
looking on attentively to what is going forward, and wait-
ing for its thare of the fpoil. The bee-hunters never fail
toleave a {mall portion for their conduétor, but commonly
take care not to leave fomuch as would fatisfy its hunger.
The bird’s appetite being only whetted by this parfimony,
2 it
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it is obliged to gommit a fecond treafon, by difcovering
another bees-neft, in hapes of a better falary. It is fur-
ther obferved, that the nearer the bird approaches the
hidden hive, the more frequently it repeats its call, and
feems more impatient.

I have had frequent opportunities of feeing this bird,
and have been witnefs of the deftruction of feveral re-
publicks of bees, by means of its treachery. I had
however but two opportunities of fhooting it, which I
did to the great indignation of my Hottentots. From
thofe fpecimens (both of which are fuppofed to be
females) I have made the fubfequent defcription. The
inhabitants in general accufe the fame bird of fome-
times conducting its followers where wild beafts and ve-
nomous ferpents have their placesof abode : thishowever
I never had an opportunity of afcertaining myfelf; but
am apt to believe fuch cafes to beaccidental, when dan~
gerous animals happen to be in the neighbourhood of a
bees-neft.

Whilft I ftaid in the interior parts of Africa, a neft
was fhewn to me, which fome peafants affured me was
the neft of a Honey-guide. It was woven of {lender fila-
ments or fibres of bark, in the formof a bottle. The neck
and opening hung downwards, and a firing in an arched

fhape
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thape was fufpended acrofs the opening, faftened by the
two ends, perhaps for the bird to perch upen.

DESCRIPTIO CUCULI INDICATORIS,

ROSTRUM craffiufculum, verfus bafin fufcum, apice
luteum.

Angulus oris ulque infra oculos extenfus.

Nares pofirema ad bafin reftri, fupremz vicinze
ut carinuli dorfhli faltem feparerentur, oblongz,
margine prominulo.

Pili aliquot ad bafin roftri, precipu¢ in mandibuld
inferiore.

Lingun plana, fubfagittata.

Ocuborum irides ferrugineo-grifese.

Palpebre nude, nigree.

 Pedes nigri, {canforii. ibie breves; Ungues tenues, nigri,

Pileus lete grifeus e pennis brevibus latiufculis.

Gula, Yugulum, Pectus, fordide alba, cum aliguo virore
vix notabili in peétore.

Dorfum et Uropygium ferrugineo-gtifes.

Abdomen, Criffurnque alba.

Femora tefta pennis albis, macula longitudinali nigr_a‘
notatis.

4 Alarum
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Alarum teflrices fuperiores omnes, grifeo-fufcz, exceptis
fummis aliquot quee flavis apicibus formant maculam

_flavam in humeris, exiguam, et a plumis {capularibus
fepe teGtam,
Tectrices infra alam albide, harum fuprema ex:
albido nigroque maculatz.
Remiges omnes fupra fufci, primarii o¢to, fecundarii
fex, fubtus cinereo-fufci.
Alule grifeo-fufce.

Cauda cuneiformis, reétricibus duodecim: Harum- duae
intermediz longiores angwuftiores, fupra et infra sru-
ginofo-fufcee; proximae duee fuliginofe, margine in-
teriore albicantes; duse. utringue his proximee, albz,
apice fufce, et exterius ad bafin macula nigra notatae ;
extima utrinque reliquis brevier, alba, apice fufca,
‘macula nigra vix ulla ad bafin.

Ale complicatae caude partem quartam attingunt.

Longitude ab apice roftri ad extremum caudee circiter
feptem uncias pedis Anglicani explet.

Rofirum abafi fuperiore ad apicem femunciale,
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